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Cope was imprisoned for introducing his u Bill and
Hook " \ 1588), advocating a revision of the system of
Church government; and they were informed that
they talked too much, and that their freedom of
speech merely consisted in the right of consenting or
dissenting. And it was not until the very last years
oi the reign that any successful resistance was made
to the queen's wishes. Then, however, the Com-
mons forced her to abandon the practice of granting
monopolies ('1601), grants of the exclusive right to
manufacture certain articles, which had become a
crying evil. This sudden determination may be
attributed to the rise of a new generation, who had
no longer that admiration for the queen which had
characterised their fathers, and to that feeling of
discontent which a long reign seems always to cause
in a greater or less degree, and which makes long-
lived monarchs unpopular in their old age. But, at
the same time, the opposition had really been con-
stantly growing in strength ; the protest against
arbitrary conduct became more vigorous, and there
were increasing signs that the days of personal
monarchy were numbered. It must be noted, also,
that, while Elizabeth ruled nearly absolutely, while
she issued proclamations, which were in effect laws,
and while her political opponents suffered punish-
ment for their independence without being allowed
to avail themselves of the common law, yet all these
acts were allowed under protest only. The Com-
mons objected to the Infringement of their privileges,
and even vindicated them successfully, though not
against the Crown, and the judges asserted their